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positive at one end, negative at the, other; the positive end is pushed in one direetion hy (lie electric force, tlie negative end is pulled in the opposite direction; the equilibrium position will he found when the lines of action of those two forces coincide, that* is when the length of the bit of cotton lies along the line of action of the force. In this manner the fact that there is electric force at- all points of the field can be shewn, and its direction roughly indicated.
Now let A />, Kite- I'l,  n<- oll(v position of the test thread. Suppose the thread moved until A  comes into the position B
it will take up another position AV/, then move, it again till the end originally at ,t comes to (/, wo can find n third position TV/and so «»n. ^'^ oi> ('ll<k-s<1 «l»<>i't lines All, JIG, etc, indicates flte direct ion of the electric force at its centre; if the thread M» ^ very small the.se short hits niako up a continuous line, usually curved, and this lino has tho property that its direction ^ *'u'«'u l>u*ut °t* its h^n^th ^ivtw the direction of'the resultant electric force at that point. Such si lino is called a line of force.
DKFINITION', ,J Line of Force m an rl<>e.tric, field is a /.in,' unrh fhtit its <th'tffi»n <tt '•"«*// put tit of UH fatiylh (fives the <///vr//W n/ t/ir rwiHitnt *Av/r/r f<W. at. ihdt </)<)inL
The method of lraring the lines of force, just ch^seribed can nut- he carried nut wiUsfiirlorily in practice, although as we shall .see, under Ma^iirt-isin, n. similar method iw quite